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writing after the Restoration, affirmed that " the husband-
man of England earns but about 43. per week " 1. This
gives an average of eightpence per workday, so that Petty
also presumably generalized from the districts with which
he was acquainted. The local variations are further illus-
trated in Roger North's statement that " in Norfolk, Suffolk
and Essex a labourer hath I2d. a day ; in Oxfordshire 8d.;
in the North 6d. or less " *.
These variations in the earnings of agricultural labourers Earnings
were no less pronounced in the eighteenth century.   Defoe, ™J^ef^
who was an acute observer, stated in 1728 that agricultural century.
labourers brought home 8d. to I2d. a day.    Forty years
later the writer of a letter remarked:   "I find on inquiry
that at Horton in Northamptonshire  and at Criston in
Rutland 8d., gd. and lod. per day are the constant prices
in the different seasons of the year, excepting only harvest
time " 3.   The most abundant evidence of agricultural wages
is contained in Arthur Young's Tours, covering the years
1767 to 1770 4, supplemented by his Annals of Agriculture.
The winter wages which he enumerates  vary from  6d.
(usually with board) to is. 6d. a day.    Out of 173 items,
embracing about forty counties in England and Wales, the
entries are recorded roughly as follows 5:
Daily Wage.
20d.
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 Daily Wage.
rod.	.	.	34
gd.	.	.	10
8d.	.	,	16
7d.	i
6d.	.	.	12
1	Petty, Economic Writings, i, 259, 267, 305.
2	North, A Discourse of the Poor (ed. 1753), 61 (probably late seven-
teenth century).   A traveller in 1701 found " the wages of a good husband-
man in the parts about Barnsley and Wortley to be no more than ^3 a
year " : Hist. MSS. Comm. Various, viii. 223.
3	Defoe, A Plan of the English Commerce (ed. 1728), 90;  Hist. MSS.
Comm. Eglinton, 403-404 (1767).
4	The Autobiography of Arthur Young (ed. Betham-Edwards), 44, 49, 53.
5	These calculations are based on the entries from the Tours collected
in Rogers, A History of Agriculture and Pricesf vii. part ii. Appendix xi.
(I have omitted the entries in the Annals of Agriculture which are later
than the Tours).   Young gives the following average weekly wages through-
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